What is claiffWd is: 



1 . A transaction card comprising: 

a first layer comprising a first polymer wherein the first layer further 
comprises a machine recognizable compound; 

a second layer extrusion coated to said first layer, 

wherein said card is transparent or translucent. 

2. The card of claim 1 wherein the first layer comprises an optical film 
wherein said optical film is machine recognizable. 

3. The card of claim 2 wherein said optical film comprises a plurality of 
layers. 

4. The card of claim 2 wherein said optical film comprises a first layer of a 
first polymeric material having a first index of refraction and a second layer of 
a second polymeric material having a second index of refraction that is 
different from the first material. 

5. The card of claim 2 wherein said optical film blocks infrared radiation 
from being transmitted through the plurality of layers but allows visible light to 
be transmitted through the plurality of layers. 

6. The card of claim 4 wherein the optical film comprises a plurality of 
layers wherein said first polymeric material and said second polymeric 
material alternate. 

7. The card of claim 1 wherein said second layer comprises ethylene-vinyl 
acetate copolymer. 

8. The card of claim 7 wherein said ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer is 
acid modified. 

9. The card of claim 1 further comprising: 
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J^^r extrusion coated to the first layer^fe 



a thirdiiyfer extrusion coated to the first layer^ierein said third layer is 
an acid-modified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer. 

1 0. The card of claim 9 further comprising: 

a fourth layer comprising polyvinylchloride laminated to the second 

layer. 

1 1 . The card of claim 10 further comprising: 

a fifth layer comprising polyvinylchloride laminated to the third layer of 
acid-modified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer. 

12. The card of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

a first outer layer comprising polyvinylchloride laminated to the fourth 
layer of polyvinylchloride. 

1 3. The card of claim 1 2 further comprising: 

a second layer comprising polyvinylchloride laminated to the fifth layer 
of polyvinylchloride. 

14. A method of making a card comprising the steps of: 
providing a first layer comprising a machine readable compound; 
coextruding a second layer to said first layer, 

wherein said card is transparent or translucent. 

1 5. The method of claim 1 4 further comprising the step of: 
coextruding a third layer to said first layer. 

16. The method of claim 14 wherein said second layer comprises acid- 
modified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 5 wherein said third layer comprises acid- 
modified ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer. 
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1 8. The meilod of claim 1 5 further comprising th^Rep of: 
laminating a first polyvinylchloride layer to said second layer. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8 further comprising the step of: 
laminating a second polyvinylchloride layer to said third layer. 

20. A card comprising: 

a plurality of layers wherein a first layer comprises a first polymer and a 
second layer comprises a second polymer wherein the second layer further 
comprises a machine recognizable compound, wherein said plurality of layers 
is transparent or translucent and further wherein said plurality of layers are 
laminated together. 

21 . The card of claim 20 wherein the second layer comprises an optical 
film wherein said optical film is machine recognizable. 

22. The card of claim 21 wherein said optical film comprises a plurality of 
layers. 

23. The card of claim 21 wherein said optical film comprises a first layer of 
a first polymeric material having a first index of refraction and a second layer 
of a second polymeric material having a second index of refraction that is 
different from the first material. 

24. The card of claim 21 wherein said optical film blocks infrared radiation 
from being transmitted through the plurality of layers but allows visible light to 
be transmitted through the plurality of layers. 

25. The card of claim 24 wherein the optical film comprises a plurality of 
layers wherein said first polymeric material and said second polymeric 
material alternate. 

26. The card of claim 21 further comprising: 

a third layer of a third polymer wherein said first and third layers form 
outside surfaces of said card. 
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27. The cfK^f claim 26 wherein said first and th^^ayers comprise 
poiyvinylchloride. 

28. The card of claim 26 further comprising a fourth layer of a printed 
polymeric material disposed between said first and second layers. 

29. The card of claim 28 wherein said fourth layer comprises printed 
poiyvinylchloride. 

30. The card of claim 28 further comprising a fifth layer of a fifth polymer 
disposed between said fourth and second layers. 

31 . The card of claim 30 wherein said fifth layer comprises oriented 
poiyvinylchloride. 

32. The card of claim 30 further comprising: 

a sixth layer of a sixth polymer disposed between said fifth layer and 
said second layer. 

33. The card of claim 32 wherein said sixth layer comprises a polyester 
having an adhesive disposed on each side of said polyester. 

34. The card of claim 21 wherein said optical film is disposed in the center 
of the plurality of layers. 

35. The card of claim 20 wherein said second layer comprises a film 
having an ink disposed thereon wherein said ink is machine recognizable. 

36. The card of claim 35 wherein said ink in printed onto said second layer. 

37. The card of claim 35 wherein said ink comprises an infrared radiation 
blocking material but allows visible light through the plurality of layers. 

38. The card of claim 35 further comprising a third layer of a third polymer 
wherein said first and third layers fomi outside surfaces of said card. 

39. The card of claim 38 wherein said first and third layers comprise 
poiyvinylchloride. 
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40. The c^fef claim 38 further comprising: 

a fourth layer of a fourth polymer disposed between said first and 
second layers. 

41 . The card of claim 39 wherein said fourth layer comprises printed 
polyvinylchloride. 

42. The card of claim 35 wherein said second layer is disposed in the 
center of the plurality of layers. 

43. A method of making a card comprising the steps of: 

bonding a plurality of layers together wherein said plurality of layers 
comprises a first layer of a first polymer and a second layer of a second 
polymer wherein said second layer comprises a machine readable compound 
and further wherein said plurality of layers are transparent or translucent. 

44. The method of claim 43 further comprising the steps of: 

applying a pressure of about 170 psi and a temperature of about 300^ 
in a first step to the plurality of layers for a period of about 24 minutes; and 

applying a pressure of about 400 psi and a temperature of about 57T 
in a second step to the plurality of layers for a period of about 16 minutes. 

45. The method of claim 44 wherein said second layer comprises an 
optical film wherein said optical film is machine recognizable. 

46. The method of claim 43 further comprising the steps of: 

applying a pressure of about 1000 psi and a temperature of about 
300°F in a first step to the plurality of layers for a period of about 90 seconds; 

applying a pressure of about 350 psi and a temperature of about 300T 
in a second step to the plurality of layers for a period of about 16 minute s; 
and 
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applyi^ll pressure of about 400 psi and a te^rature of about 57°F 
in a third step to the plurality of layers for a period of about 16 minutes. 

47. The method of claim 46 wherein said second layer comprises a 
machine recognizable ink. 
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